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SCHOOL OF LAW LIBRARY 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
Ms. Connie Matzen 
Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, 
Mitchell & Jernigan 
1300 St. Mary's St. 
Raleigh, NC 27605 
Dear Connie: 
llukt Jtniu.ersttu 
DURHAM 
NORTH CAROLINA 
27706 
November 14, 1985 
TELEPHONE 19191 884·2847 
After I last spoke to you regarding the new SEALL scholarship application form, Ed 
Schroeder called to raise a couple of points about the changes found in items 3 and 11 of the 
new form. While I don't think that any changes in the form will be required in light of Ed's 
concerns, I would like to comment on how the committee might best interpret these items when 
actual applications are in hand. 
Item 3. Ed was concerned about the implications of your assumption that applicants 
must be members of the Chapter. He felt that scholarships might be made available as well to 
persons from within the region who were not Chapter members. I talked about this a bit with 
Carol Billings. Our feeling was that the burdens of membership were probably not so great as to 
make the membership requirement unreasonable. We also were unsure how often there were 
likely to be applications from nonmembers. 
I note, however, that the form itself only asks whether the applicant is a member, and 
nowhere requires the applicant to attest to current membership (as does the DC Chapter's 
form). In other words, it does not make membership a requirement to apply. You and the 
committee will have membership information available on the form to use in the evaluation 
process, and can give it whatever weight you feel is appropriate. This, I think, gives you the 
leeway to make an award to a nonmember, if you feel that the circumstances warrant it. 
Item 11. Ed also brought up last year's example of the successful applicant who received 
notification of her award too late to use it in support of her attendance at the New Orleans 
meeting. New York was not an option for her, and she was allowed to hold her scholarship over 
to this year. I think that the language of new item I I sends an appropriate message to the 
applicants. I assume, however, that the committee will continue its policy of working with the 
applicants when problems such as last year's occur. 
Again, let me state that I think you did a fine job in revising the form. I hope that we 
have a goodly number of applicants for your committee to review. Scholarships are one of 
SEALL's major activities and I am pleased with the effort you have put forth in making the 
process a better one. 
RAD:sr 
Sincerely, 
JAd_ /JaNwy,IJll 
Richard A. Danner 
Director of the Library 
and Associate Professor of Legal Research 
cc: Ed Schroeder, Carol Billings, Margarette Dye 
